
Chairs’ Letters
Letters from the outgoing and incoming MSE department chairs
Three years ago I left the University of Connecticut where I spent most of my 
career and came to Columbus, Ohio. The lure was family, friends, and the challenge 
of chairing one of the best Materials Science and Engineering departments in the 
country. It’s true that as an alumnus of OSU I was somewhat biased in my thinking, 
but now as the department reins are turned over to Rudy Buchheit, I can look back 
and give you a candid view of what I found here.

Simply put, I found that the MSE department is phenomenal. 
Livi sri Ărhw wsqi sj xli fiwx xieglivw0 wgmirxmwxw0 irkmriivw0 
equipment, staff, programs, and students in the world. At least 
I have seen or met none better in forty years. Consider the 
following examples. Among our professors Wolfgang Windl 
receives top evaluations from our students each year (including 
the 2006 Mars Fontana Teaching Award from this year’s senior 
class) for teaching subjects like electronic materials and 
computational materials science. His clear presentations, wry 
wit, and empathy for students make him a department treasure. 
Ju Li is another gem, who this year was named the Materials 
Research Society Outstanding Young Investigator. Students 
were so impressed with his ability that at the Rib n’ Roast 
party this year they declared “Professor Li is so smart he can 
divide by zero!” With regard to engineering, the department 
has Jim Williams, a National Academy of Engineering member, 
whose knowledge of titanium alloys and the development of jet 
engines is encyclopedic. He teaches our senior design course 
and peppers his lectures with his own experiences in industry. 
The list of our talented faculty members doesn’t end there as 
you will see when you read on.

In our newsletter you will learn of exciting new programs on 
sensors, nanostructured materials, atomic scale modeling, 
metallic glasses, etc. These programs are enhanced by our 
world renowned materials characterization laboratories where 
this year, thanks to the efforts of Hamish Fraser, the incredible 
TITAN electron microscope was installed. The TITAN is a robust 
instrument that has sub-Angstrom resolution. In addition, a 
suite of new mechanical testing load frames was added to the 
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After a three-

year hiatus, 

Watts News 

returns!




